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Why 


We Celebrate 


the Fourth Centenary 
of 


The Reformation 
and the 


English Bible 


THE four hundredth anniversary of the 
martyrdom of William Tyndale was nation- 
ally observed on October 6th, 1936, by 
special sermons in Churches, united meetings, 
and articles in the Press. The publication 
by the World’s Evangelical Alliance of 
Mr. Isaac Foot’s appreciation of the life and 
work of William Tyndale has been widely 
responded to, and the booklet is still in 
demand. Two separate orders of five 
thousand copies each have recently been 
filled. Following upon the Tyndale com- 
memoration will be the celebrations next 
year of the fourth centenary of the Reforma- 
tion and the setting up of the English Bible 
in the parish churches of our land. For 
two years now Committees and Sub - 
Committees associated with the movement, 
supported by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the leaders of the Protestant Churches, 
have been sitting, and next year will see 
the culmination of their labours. This will 
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be on Sunday, June 19th, 1938, when it is 
hoped the Churches as a whole will join 
in giving thanks for the English Bible 
restored to us by the Reformation, and we 
express the hope that the significance of the 
Reformation in this connection will not be 
neutralised, or overlooked altogether. It 
has been said that ‘‘ men praise the Bible 
but never read it,’’ and it is to be feared 
there is truth in this statement to-day. 
Before the date mentioned above the 
World’s Evangelical Alliance is arranging 
for a central united meeting on the subject 
of the revival of Family Worship, at which 
it is hoped and anticipated the Archbishop 
of Canterbury will be able to preside.* In 
the meantime, let us not forget what we 
owe to the Reformation, and to those who 
made it possible for all alike to possess the 
inestimable treasure of God’s Word in our 
own tongue, to read it for themselves, and 
to hear it read Sunday by Sunday, in our 
Churches. 


Looking to the history of our country it 
may appear strange that we should be 
called upon to contend for a thing so 
obvious as the obligations of British Chris- 
tians to maintain the principles of the 
Reformation. There was a time when, 
throughout England and Scotland, on the 
maintenance of these principles the great 
mass of the population presented one solid 
front of conviction and opinion. Within 
the last sixty years or so a change has 


°* This Meeting is now fixed to take place in Caxton Hall, 
Westminster, on Tuesday, February lst, 1938, at 7 p.m. 
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occurred. Account for it as we may, there 
has gradually crept over both countries a 
disposition either to regard with indifference 
or, more or less, to favour, those Romish 
errors and practices against which the 
Reformation was such a loud and long- 
standing protest. The change is, no doubt, 
to be traced to a variety of causes. We 
might name, for instance, a growing ten- 
dency that has sprung up towards the 
esthetic and sensuous in religious worship, 
and a mistaken idea that has prevailed on 
the part of many that charity towards those 
who differ from us in religion, and positive 
indifference as to their errors and practices, 
mean the same thing (that, in fact, one 
religion is as good as another); but the 
change is chiefly due to the persistent and 
well-organised efforts of certain conscien- 
tious believers in Ritualism who have come 
in some strange way to regard the Reforma- 
tion as having been a blunder; and to 
efforts, equally persistent and thoroughly 
organised, on the part of the Roman Catholic 
Church, by means of the Press and other 
agencies, to undermine Protestant con- 
victions, and actually to pose in our country 
as the friend of liberty, loyalty, and social 
reforms. 


Whatever the cause, the fact of the change 
can hardly be disputed ; the fact that while 
in some countries such as Spain, the priestly 
influence of Rome has lost the confidence of 
the people, there has been in our Protestant 
Britain a disposition to view its insidious 
inroads with comparative apathy and un- 
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concern, and a determination on the part 
of some to return unblushingly, and in spite 
of all ecclesiastical safeguards, to Romish 
priestism and superstition. It is surely 
time for thoughtful and earnest Christians 
to ask where we are going, and to what end 
and final issues the anti-Protestant drift 
of the present day, if unarrested, may be 
expected to bring us. To imagine, as some 
do, that the corrupt and tyrannical system 
of religion, out of which the Reformation 
arose, is now changed, and that from being 
the persecuting and intolerant system it 
once was, it has now become the very 
embodiment of all that is pure in doctrine 
and tender and large-hearted in charity, can 
be easily shown by an appeal to recent acts 
and utterances of the Church of Rome itself 
to be one of the fondest of fond delusions. 
If our country is not to be finally dragged 
back to the superstitious and ecclesiastical 
intolerance of medizval times, if our people 
are not to have gradually wrested from their 
grasp freedom of conscience and freedom of 
worship, and all the rights and privileges of 
an enlightened and Scriptural Christianity, 
it can only be by arousing throughout the 
length and breadth of the land a revived 
and abiding sense of the obligations of 
British Christians to maintain intact, and 
at all hazards, the glorious principles of the 
Reformation. 

We speak of the principles of the Refor- 
mation ; but in these days are our people 
sufficiently alive to the distinctive character 
and vital importance of these principles in 
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connection with the ‘truth as it is in 
Christ,” and the maintenance in the midst 
of us of Christianity in its purity, its 
spirituality, and soul-saving power? They 
deal, it must be remembered, with no mere 
outposts of the faith, or points of doctrine 
and worship, concerning which it matters 
comparatively little what men believe, but 
with the most essential and fundamental 
Truths of our holy religion. 


A vital principle of the Reformation, for 
instance, was to vindicate the supreme 
authority of the Word of God. The question 
was no longer to be, what say vague uncer- 
tain traditions, or what say the early 
Christian fathers, or what saith the Church 
—but ‘‘ what saith the Scriptures?’ “ To 
the law and to the testimony, if they speak 
not according to this Word it is because 
there is no light in them.’ And language 
fails to tell the immense incubus of super- 
stition and darkness that was rolled aside 
the moment this principle came to be fully 
acknowledged and acted upon. The appeal 
direct to the Word of God meant the 
deliverance of the intellect and conscience 
of man from those errors and corruptions 
with which, through the course of ages, the 
pure religion of Christ and His apostles had 
become encrusted; the snapping asunder 
of those chains of human authority by which 
the mind of Christendom had been so 
utterly and so hopelessly bound; and the 
lifting up of God’s liberated Church into the 
higher atmosphere and clearer spiritual 
vision of one Divine and Bible-taught 
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Christianity. This principle involved the 
right of every man to read the Scriptures in 
his own tongue. And its practical outcome 
has been not orily the purifying thereby of 
the Church’s faith and worship, but such a 
deepening of her appreciation of Holy 
Scripture and quickening of her zeal, that 
to this Protestant vindication of the supreme 
authority of the Word of God, and to that 
alone, we now owe what constitutes one of 
the grandest marvels of the age—the 
institution of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, and the circulation of God’s Word 
throughout the world. 


Another principle of the Reformation was 
to proclaim the supreme and perfect Priesthood 
of our blessed Lord. And this principle 
meant the deliverance of the people from 
the intellectual, moral, and spiritual thral- 
dom of Priestism, with its tyrannical 
assumptions, its secret confessionals, and 
its threats of Purgatorial fires; their 
deliverance, too, from the oppressive yoke 
of all the miserable superstition associated 
with transubstantiation and the offering 
up of masses for the souls of men—either 
dead or living; the worship of Mary, and 
the intervention and intercession of saints ; 
and it meant, what was still more important, 
the counter-assertion of the spiritual priest- 
hood of all true belieyers—their absolute 
freedom of access to God on the ground of the 
one all-perfect sacrifice offered by Christ 
on the Cross, and offered once for all, 
and their unchangeable right through faith, 
and through faith alone, to all the benefits 
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of Christ’s atoning death and all-prevailin 
intercession. In departing from “ the ins 
plicity that is in Christ,’’ and from pure 
apostolical teaching on the subject of Christ’s 
priesthood, the Roman Church had forged 
the claims by which it had made men and 
nations the captives and slaves of its claim 
to supremacy and its manifold superstitions ; 
and it was in rescuing this great central 
truth of our religion from the errors by 
which it had been obscured and darkened, 
that the Reformation struck a blow which 
reached from the very centre to the circum- 
ference of Papal usurpation, bringing back 
the truth to the light, and restoring men to 
that liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
His people free. 


A third Reformation principle was to 
affirm and to uphold the true Headship and 
Mission of the Christian Church—on the one 
hand, that Christ in heaven is the sole Head 
of His Church, and needs no human Vicar 
or Vicegerent on earth to wear titles and 
discharge functions that belong only to 
Himself; and, on the other, that the 
Church’s mission is not to bring men and 
nations into intellectual, moral, and political 
subjection to the Pope of Rome and his 
Cardinals, but to bring the souls of men 
under the saving power of Gospel Truth, 
and by the preaching among all nations of 
the Gospel in its purity to win the whole 
world to Christ. And are these principles 
not worth contending for? In the light of 
such principles is the Reformation to be 
now pronounced a mistake? Are British 
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Christians to allow their obligations to 
maintain such principles to be blown away 
by the wind of fashion, or undermined and 
pushed aside by the craft and insidious 
action of designing men? The Reformation 
a mistake! Then is the change from night 
to day, from bondage to freedom, from the 
blindness of abject submission to human 
authority to the clear open-eyed vision of the 
truth of God, and of Christ as the only 
Lord of the conscience and the only 
Mediator betwixt God and men. 


What do we not owe as a nation to these 
Reformation principles? Only contrast the 
condition of England and Scotland during 
the three centuries that preceded the 
Reformation with what has been their 
history since; or compare those countries 
in which Romanism still retains its ascen- 
dency with those that are no longer under 
its yoke. And if we, as British Christians, 
feel grateful to God that we belong to a 
nation which, under the reign of Protes- 
tantism, has progressed by leaps and bounds, 
in literature and science, in industry and 
commercial enterprises, and in all that a 
nation values, till in these respects it has 
no superior, then we must be culpably 
ignorant of its own history, or incapable of 
reading it aright, if we fail to identify its 
national and social progress with that 
heritage of truth and freedom which the 
Reformation secured, and if we do not see 
in the inestimable benefits which the 
principles of the Reformation has un- 
doubtedly conferred upon us the strongest 
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possible obligation to hold*them ‘fast. In 
his “ Social Evolution,’’ Benjamin Kidd has 
proved, as the result of his scientific analysis, 
just what Lord Macaulay long before 
affirmed as the result of his study of history, 
and, indeed, what all Christendom proclaims, 
that such is the essential difference in the 
practical effects of the two systems, that 
with Protestantism there has been national 
progress and prosperity, and with Popery 
political servitude, intellectual torpor, and 
national decline. As we love our country, 
then, and set a high value on the privileges 
we enjoy, let us recognise the obligations 
under which we lie to defend and maintain 
the principles that have done so much to 
f secure them for us. 
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